HEALTH + EDUCATION + ACTION + LEADERSHIP

October 31, 2008 || Goma, Congo --

The 10-year civil war of the Democratic RepublidGzingo battle has taken a turn for the worse this
week, as fighting between several warring grougesautside the city of Goma, long a safe haven for
refugees of the war. The war has killed approxitgeiel million people since 199@nd tens of
thousands of women and many children have beearagsitally raped by warring groupgoday, as the
war closes in on Goma, fresh atrocities are occuagj including rapes of women and vulnerable
children by drunk soldiers. We must act to bettepfect residents from further violence and denounce
sexual violence used as a ‘weapon’ of war.

We, the undersigned, urgently urge Congolese, UNadimer key parties in and outside the DRC to act
urgently toPROTECT, PREVENT and RESPONDto violence and brutal rapes of women and children
in the embattled area surrounding the city of Goanal, to protect civilians of North Kivu, where taer

one million internally displaced people (IDP). Wan estimated 20,000 refugees flooding into tka ar
surrounding Goma, the situation there is a tinderbad hunger is driving the violence. The incréase
pitting of people against each other along ethines| represents a very dangerous redlilyce August,
when the fighting began to escalate, mass rapesehiaecreased — 40 a day by some estimates. We must
stop the violence happening today— and tomorrownotigh our global action and voices.

Reports from Heal Africa in Goma, one of the fewmanitarian NGOs still operating in Goma which
helps rape survivorstress the urgent need for UN troops tintervene to protectcivilians from
violence — and this includes sexual violence. Ritaig is also needed to help guard humanitarian and
local hospitals who operate as impartial, indepahgeofessionals helping the displaced and wounded,
including survivors of sexual violence. With hunged looting on the rise, they are being targeted.

Recently a broad coalition of Congolese women amdwors groups in eastern Congo publicly
denounced rapes in the Congo and issued a glob&brcsolidarity action, and for their voices te b
heard We have heard their voices and we stand in solidayi with them, demanding world leaders,
and belligerents in the DRC conflict act immediatef to stop the violence, including rapes in Congo:



These actions include:

Demonstrate via concrete action and public statéstaeir recent global commitment to UN
Security Council Resolution 1820on women, peace and security, that demands theéaiate
and complete cessation by all parties to armedicoof all acts of sexual violence against
civilians” and affirming that “rape and other formsexual violence can constitute war crimes,
crimes against humanity or a constitutive act wétbpect to genocide.”

Deployincreased UN Peacekeepers (MONUC) to protect civdlihs from attack — including
gang rapes of women by drunk soldiers reportedam& MONUC musintervene to stop
rapes!

Right now, all peacekeeping bodies are making wailaf workers brand a ‘half-hearted’ and
inadequate response to violence. The MONUC troayst lve actively deployed to protect
civilians. This action by MONUC and the internaicommunity would directly support SR
Resolution 1820 and international laws that vieasthwar rapes as‘sexual war crimes.’

Deploy MONUC peacekeepets protect displaced civilians hoping to return totheir homes

Provide US and UN representatives, along Witihngo MONUC and State Dept African
Affairs representatives, with the mandate, authotly and resourcesto take clear actions to
help broker a durable peace in North Kivu, anddmadnd that key warring actors support Sec
Res 182y stopping war-rapes and atrocities against civiins and instead, actively protect
civilians from violence and rapes.

Create é&exual Violence Rapid Response Unitithin MONUC and create small teams at the
different IDP centers that include local women ¢orclinate MONUC's and the humanitarian
community’s response to rapes, and assist rapet/sts to safely access emergency medical
and counseling services from HEAL Africa and fror@INGOs equipped to assist.

Provideimmediate increase of World Food Program donationso Goma, which now has ¥4 of
the rations needed, based on HEAL Africa’s estisialée lack of food is causing fierce
competition for available resources, and threatieaselationship of communities being forced
together in close proximityHdunger is driving violence.

Local Responses needed:

Implement a coordinatddcal emergency plarto respond to the current increase of rapghat
includes:

o Units protected by MONUC forces who can reach rapechen amidst fighting



0 a central mobile telephone number for reportingesap

o linking relief workers at the few intl NGOs actiseound Goma (MSF Belgium, IMC,
Norwegian Church AID, etc.) and at IDP centers ortN Kivu to key contacts and staff
who have mobile and fixed medical teams to asa[st survivors.

o Similar steps are needed in South Kivu, where Pldozpital coordinates responses and
care for survivors of sexual violence in BukavunRdas also been targeted by violence,
and needs further support.

0 Support and equip relief teams to provide arfABOTECTION and FUEL, WATER
and FOOD to internees in IDP campsn North Kivu, and to provide protection against
sexual violence in the camps tBcruiting women and men chosen by camp leaders to
receive training in post- rape counselingnd medical referral for rape survivors.

0 Recruit and train local men and women from existit@Os in Goma who have programs
and trained counselors to work in the IDP campd,rafer survivors to these local NGOs
for supportive services and shelter. Local NGOgeteiving survivors in their homes and
villages and need to be directly linked to arrivergergency medical providers and camp
managers.

NOTE: This petition will be sent to UN, US, Congslke and other key leaders and actors in government
and civil society to demand action today to stop tholence in Congo.

CONTACT: For further information or media requests, contact: info@healafrica.orgr tel: 360-
863-3380.

Please add your name below (Naniaffiliation/ Country).
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