


COSATU e kgathatsehile haholo ke ditlhaselo tse etswang ke maAfrika Borwa
ho bana ba bo rona ho tswa dinaheng tse ding tsa Afrika. Re tshwenyehile
haholo ke ho bona ba bang ba basebetsi le baahi ba nkwa ke maikutlo mme ba
gosa, ba beta le ho bolaya bana ba bo rona ba tswang dinaheng tse ding tsa
Afrika ka baka la mathata a tthokahalo ya mesebetsi, bofuma le botlokotsebe,
ao naha e tobaneng le ona. COSATU ha e sale e ithlomme ka pele matsholong
a reretsweng ho theha mesebetsi le ho Iwantsha bofuma ka hara naha ya rona.
Ka hona COSATU e atlehile ho lemohisa setjhaba sa Africa Borwa ka bohlokwa
ba ho thehwa ha mosebetsi le ho lwantsha bofuma.

COSATU e etsa boipiletso ho basebetsi le ma-Afrika-Borwa ka kakaretso ho
utlwisisa hore batho bao re ba gosang, le bona e ntse e le diphofu tsa tlhokahalo
ya mesebetsi le bofuma. Re lokela ho hopola ke hona moo naha ya Afrika-Borwa
e tswang teng. Mathata a bofuma le tihokahalo ya mesebetsi ke di tla morao tsa

maano a soto, a kgatello le kgethollo, a nako e telele, a mmuso o fetileng. Ka
baka la maano ao a nako e telele e fetileng, Afrika-Borwa kajeno e na le batho
ba ka bang dimilione tse robedi (8 million) ba batlang mesebetsi empa basae
fumane. Hona ho bolela hore le ha batho bana ba dinaha tse ding tsa Afrika ba
ka kgutlela mahae kaofela, hona ho keke hwa tlisa tharollo mathateng a tthokahalo

ya mesebetsi le bofuma.

Ha se nnete hore matswantle ke ona a eketsang diketso tsa botlokotsebe naheng.
Nnete ke hore ha esale re na le bothata ba ditlolo tsa molao bo phameng naheng.
Jwalo ka mokgatlo wa basebetsi, re batla ho hopotsa masebetsi le ma-Afrika
Borwa ka kakaretso hore ba bang ba bathehi ba mekgatlo ya basebetsi mona
naheng e bile batho ba tswang dinaheng tse ngata tsa Afrika-e-borwa. Re etsa
boipiletso ke hona ho basebetsi le ma-Afrika-Borwa ka kakaretso ho Iwanela
ditokelo tsa mantlha tsa batho bohle, ho sa kgathaletsehe hore ba tswa kae. Ha
re emeng ka maoto, re tshwaraneng ka matsoho ho sireletsa molao-theo le seriti
sa nahayabo-rona. Ho seng jwalo, sena se etsahalang se tla ba le ditholwana
tse bosula bokamosong ba naha ya rona. Ditholwana tsa dintwa tsa merabe ho
tswa dinaheng tse ding re ya di tseba.

Re le basetsi, matla a rona kgahlanong le bahanyapetse mesebetsing yarona
a kopanong yarona. Nnete e salang ke hore ditlhaselo tsa bana ba bo rona ho
tswa dinaheng tse ding ho ke ke hwa etsa hore re be le matlo le ditshebeletso
tse ding tsa bohlokwa. Re lokela ho kopanya le mekgatlo ya setjhaba moo re

dulang hore re tsebe ho potlakisa phano ya ditshebeletso tsa mantlha.

Ha re Lwantsheng Tlhekefetso le Lehloyo la ma-Afrikal
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Njengoba izwe lazi, Icosatu ihola umkhankaso wokugedwa kobubha nokudalwa
kwamathuba emisebenzi eNingizimu Afrika. Sekuneminyaka silwela ukuthi lokhu
kube yingxenye yohlelo lokuthuthukiswa ezweni jikelele.

ICOSATU yenza konke okusemandleni ukuqginisekisa ukuthi izwi labadla imbuya
ngothi lilalelwe, ikakhulukazi, ezintweni ezithinta imisebenzi nokugedwa kobuphofu.
Ikwenza lokhu ngokuthi ichaze ngemvelaphi nezizathu ezidale lesi simo.

Kuyamangaza futhi kuyadumaza ukubona abasebenzi kanjalo nabahlali emiphakathini

empofu bekholelwa ekuthini inhlupheko nosizi Iwabo ludalwa ngabavela ngaphandle

kwemingcele yobandlululo. Kuyethusa lokhu ngoba nabo bayizixhwala zobugebengu,

indlala nobuphofu emazweni abaphuma kuwo. Lenkoleloze iyihlazo elisichaphazela
sonke.

Ubuphofu kulelizwe budalwe iminyaka yengcindezelo nokuncishwa amathuba
entuthuko kwabansundu.lsilinganiso sabantu baseNingizimu Afrika abangasebenzi
simi ku 35%. Lokhu kukhomba ukuthi babalelwa ezigidini eziyisishiyagalombili
abantu abangasebenzi eNingizimu Afrika.. Noma bekungathiwa mabahambe abavela
kwamanye amazwe, inhlupheko nokungabikho kwemisebenzi kungaghubeka.
Nobugebengu ngokunjalo. Selokhu kwathi nhlo, izigebengu zihlala zibulala,
zidlwengula, ziggekeza zenza konke okuphambene nokulunga. Ngaleyo ndlela
singeze sasulela ububi nokungcola kwabanye bethu kubantu bokufika.

Iningi labasebenzi abasungula izinyunyana lalivela emazweni aseNingizimu yeAfrika.

Lamadela ngozi alwela ukuvikelwa kwamalungelo abo bonke abasebenzi ngaphandle

kokubalula imvelaphi. ICOSATU ithi, nanamuhla masihlanganeni sivikele amalungelo
awo wonke umuntu kanjalo nesithunzi sezwekazi i-Afrika.

Uma senza abanye abantu isisulu sezinkinga zethu sizibeka engcupheni yokucwasana
ngokobuzwe, ubuhlanga nemvelaphi. Izitha zethu kuphela ezizothokoza ngalesi
simo. Abagashi emapulazini nakwi Security bayohlomula uma bungekho ubunye
phakathi kwethu. Basebenzisa lelo thuba ukuthi basiyenge ngokuswela nosizi lwethu
ekuthini sivume ukusebenzela amaholo angekho. Ukuze kuthi uma singaba basesabise
ngokuthi bazogasha abavela kwamanye amazwe.

ICOSATU ikugonda kahle lokhu. Yingakho unyaka nonyaka amalungu eCOSATU
eyihlaselisa bukhoma ebheke kubagashi. Izitha zethu ziyaziwa, bagashi hhayi abantu
abaxhashazwa njengathi. Singebange ukuxhashazwa kepha simele ukulwisana
nokuxhashazwa kukanoma ngubani ongumsebenzi. Wonke umuntu osebenzayo
unelungelo lokusebenza ngaphansi kwezimo ezigculisayo neziphephile.

Leli ivangeli esimelwe ukulishumayela emiphakathini yethu. Ukuxoshwa
nokuhlukunyezwa kwabantu bamanye amazwe angeke kulethe intuthuko. Kepha
ukusebenzisana yikho okuyosilethela inqubekela phambili.
Masihlanganeni silethe uguquko ezimpilweni zethu eNingizimu Afrika nase Afrika

Jjikelele. Lokhu kuyosilekelela ekugwemeni ukufuduka kwabasebenzi ngenxa
yobuphofu nendlala.

X/
Inxeba koyedwa, inxeba kithi sonke. 'S Q
Basebenzi hlanganani silwele impilo engcono emhlabeni jikelele COSATU




As everybody in our country knows, the Congress of South African Trade Unions has been at
the forefront of the campaign to create jobs and eradicate poverty. For years we have fought
to ensure that this struggle is taken seriously and remains at the centre of the national agenda.

COSATU has done everything in its power to give a voice to the voiceless and speak out against
the intolerable levels of unemployment and poverty in South Africa, and to explain the historical
reasons for them and the policies we need to deal with the problem.

It is therefore shocking and disturbing to see that some workers and residents of poor
communities believe that these problems are caused by foreign nationals and that they are
attacking, robbing and killing those foreigners they believe to be responsible, who are themselves
victims of the same unemployment, poverty and crime.

They are totally wrong. The problems they face are rooted in years of apartheid which kept the
majority of South Africans in desperate poverty and denied them any democratic means to
improve their plight.

Those problems persist today. The real level of unemployment, including those who have given
up the attempt to find work is still over 35%. This means that around eight million are jobless.
There are certainly not that number of employed foreign immigrants. Even if they were all to
leave tomorrow, the levels of unemployment would remain about the same, and so would the
extent of poverty which afflicts at least half our population.

The same applies to crime. Criminals have been at work in South Africa for years - robbing,
murdering and raping — not just since the recent influx of immigrants. There can be no possible
excuse for people who claim to be fighting crime to use exactly the same methods as the
criminals against foreign immigrants.

Many of the pioneers of the South African trade unions were migrant workers from all over
Southern Africa. Many of them led our movement in its early days. We have always insisted
that human rights are not just for South Africans but for all people, regardless of where they
have come from. We must stand together to defend the rights that our constitution and laws

give to all those living within our boundaries.

If people are made scapegoats simply on the basis of their country of origin we will be on a
slippery slope towards regionalism and tribalism and the destruction of the unity we have built
in the trade unions and civil society organisations.

The only people who will gain from such disunity will be the people we should be blaming for

our problems - unscrupulous employers on the farms, in security firms and other sectors, who

are exploiting desperate foreign workers by employing them on lower wages and benefits than
they could get away with paying South African workers.

COSATU and its affiliates are fighting a daily battle to force such employers to comply with fair
labour standards. We must place the blame on their shoulders, not those of their desperate,
exploited workers, and present a united front in the battle to win minimum standards of pay,

benefits and health and safety protection for all workers.

The same applies in the communities. To achieve faster delivery of services we need strong,
united civic movements. Attacking foreigners will not build new houses, but working together
as communities is essential if we want to transform the environment where we live.

We must also unite to solve the problems of poverty and underdevelopment here in South
Africa and throughout the Region, so that workers are no longer driven to other countries t
find work and food.

An injury to one is an injury to all! Workers of the world unite!
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